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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 20 April 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicant states that prior art Zehavi fails to teach an operation 
control means which activates the wireless communication means when the judgement 
means is affirmative and that Zehavi requires that the user activate communication not 
that the communication occurs by function of a control means contained within a 
wireless communication apparatus. As to claims 1 and 7, the examiner agrees with this 
interpretation where the broad claim language admits this application of Zehavi, where 
"operation control means for activating the wireless communication means" is not 
specific to the user's or automatic initiation. 

The applicant also points out that Zehavi fails to teach a judgment means as to 
whether or not the wireless communication means is within a coverage area of the 
wireless communication equipment. Zehavi teaches the task, to transfer image files but 
only within a prescribed range of a service point, paragraph 0034. Secondary prior art 
Knauerhase is introduced to teach the detection of a hotspot or access point with 
notification to the user by beep or ring of the proximity of the proximity of a service 
provider, paragraphs 0018, 0045 and 0047. The device notification alerts the user to 
address a pre-identified listed task, in this case, the transfer of image files as taught by 
Zehavi. 
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This opinion is repeated in the following rejection, a repeat of the previous office 
action but edited for clarity. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zehavi (US 2005/0083878) with a view to Knauerhase et al. (US 2004/0203847). 

As to claims 1 , 3-6, Zehavi teaches a wireless communication apparatus having 
wireless communication means for carrying out data communication with wireless 
communication equipment, the wireless communication apparatus comprising: 

A prescribed range as to whether or not the wireless communication means is 
within a coverage area of the wireless communication equipment (figures 1 and 4, the 
wireless communication equipment comprises a digital camera to transfer image files 
over WLAN in accordance to IEEE 802.1 1 standards through a service point or access 
point to a service center, paragraphs 0031-0034), 

Operation control means for activating the wireless communication means only in 
the case where a result of camera location is within a prescribed range (figure 1 , 
paragraph 0034, where the wireless device user or customer actuates an appropriate 
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control on the camera within a prescribed range to negotiate an optimal data rate with 
the service node), 

Zehavi teaches the camera is activated by the user to download the image files 
via WLAN within a prescribed range of the service center but does not teach the 
communication apparatus comprises judgment means for making a judgment as to 
whether or not the wireless communication means is within a coverage area of the 
wireless communication equipment. 

Knauerhase teaches a wireless device comprising a cellular telephone that 
determines its location and calculates the proximity to a desired service provider 
through the detection of a hotspot or access point operating under an 802.1 1 protocol, 
paragraphs 0023, 0037 and 0047. With the determined location, in this case determined 
by a nearby access node, the user is notified that a pre-identified task can be 
addressed, paragraph 0038. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to upgrade the user understood prescribed range method of Zehavi with the 
method of Knauerhase for automatic identification and notification of proximity of an 
access node suitable for data transfer. 

As to claim 2, Knauerhase of Zehavi modified teaches the wireless 
communication apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising lighting means whose 
state of lighting changes in accordance with a communication state between the 
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wireless communication means and the wireless communication device (wireless device 
may beep, ring or otherwise notify the user, paragraph 0018). 

As to claim 24, Zehavi teaches the wireless communication apparatus according 
to claim 1 wherein the wireless communication equipment is connected to an image 
server which stores the data communicated to the wireless communication equipment 
for image processing (paragraph 0031, customers to submit imaged files via a WLAN at 
multiple access points for later pick-up of hard copies at a remote service center). 

Claims 7-12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zehavi (US 2005/0083878) and Knauerhase et al. (US 
2004/0203847) with a view to Choi (US 6,967,944). 

As to claims 7 and 8 with respect to claim 1 and claim 10, Zehavi teaches an 
imaging apparatus comprising: 

Image capturing means for obtaining image data (paragraphs 0010 and 0011), 

Authentication information storage means for storing authentication information 
that is necessary for the data communication with the wireless communication 
equipment via a wireless network (paragraphs 0032-0035, camera makes contact with 
the service point and negotiates an optimal data rate), 

Image storage means for storing the image data obtained by the image capturing 
means (paragraph 0034, images stored in the camera for submission for hard copies). 
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control means for controlling the wireless communication means so as to send 
the authentication information stored in the authentication information storage means to 
the wireless communication equipment by carrying out the data communication with the 
wireless communication equipment when the operation control means activates the 
wireless communication means (paragraph 0034, control means for the transfer of data 
is user initiated (after notification of proximity of the access node) with user identity 
required to access the node and identify the transfer of data to be processed by a 
remote service center). 

Zehavi teaches the camera is activated by the user to download the image files 
via WLAN within a prescribed range of the service center but does not teach control 
means for causing the judgement means to judge whether or not the wireless 
communication means is within the coverage area of the wireless communication 
equipment. 

Knauerhase teaches a wireless device comprising a cellular telephone that 
determines its location and calculates the proximity to a desired service provider 
through the detection of a hotspot or access point operating under an 802.1 1 protocol, 
paragraphs 0023, 0037 and 0047. With the determined location, in this case determined 
by a nearby access node, the user is notified that a pre-identified task can be 
addressed, paragraph 0038. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to upgrade the user understood prescribed range method of Zehavi with the 
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method of Knauerhase for automatic identification and notification of proximity of an 
access node suitable for data transfer. 

Zehavi modified is silent as for controlling the wireless communication means to 
send the image data in the image storage means to the wireless communication 
equipment after the wireless communication equipment authenticates the imaging 
apparatus according to the authentication information. 

Choi teaches a method for increasing link capacity in wireless local area 
networks (LANs) where the access point enables direct communication between the 
wireless users, but in view of the claim, discusses the main functions of the access pint 
(AP) is to support roaming, synchronize with a BSS, support power management and 
control the medium access, columnl, lines 30-45. Specifically, Choi further teaches a 
WLAN relies on the AP and the infrastructure for basic services such as the 
authentication of access and the control of medium for data with associated quality of 
service, column 3, lines 4-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to recognize with data rate negotiation as discussed in accordance with the 
standard WLAN protocols of the method of Zehavi the other expected functions 
provided by the access point as specified by Choi to include authentication of the user 
for system access prior to negotiation of quality of service. 
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As to claim 9 with respect to claim 7, Zehavi teaches the operation control means 
inactivates the wireless communication means after the image data that were stored in 
the image storage means have been sent (paragraph 0041). 

As to claims 11, 12, 14 and 15 with respect to claim 10, Knauerhase of Zehavi 
modified teaches the imaging apparatus further comprising: 

Search means for carrying out a search for pieces of the wireless communication 
equipment that are communicable with the wireless communication means in response 
to an external instruction input (a wireless device capable of knowing its location by 
GPS or cellular triangulation to determine proximity to a service provider based on a 
selected task list input by the device user, paragraph 0023-0026, also, proximity may be 
determined to providers that maintain access points and transmit beacon signals that 
can be picked up by the wireless device, paragraph 0045), 

Display means for displaying a list of the pieces of the wireless communication 
equipment as a result of the search carried out by the search means (figure 4, user is 
notified with display of task information of tasks to be satisfied which are mapped to 
provider identification and location, paragraphs 0038 and 0039), 

Selection means for receiving selection of a desired one of the pieces of the 
wireless communication equipment from the result of the search (paragraphs 0040- 
0045), 

The control means controls the wireless communication means to send the 
image data stored in the image storage means to the selected piece of the wireless 
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communication equipment after authentication with roaming by the wireless device is 
taught by Choi as discussed for claims 10, 7 and 1 . 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zehavi 
(US 2005/0083878), Knauerhase et al. (US 2004/0203847) and Choi (US 6,967,944) in 
further view of Comstock et al. (US 2002/0183038). 

As to claim 13 with respect to claim 12, Zehavi of Zehavi modified teaches 
negotiation for an optimal data rate to upload image files between a user device and 
access point searched for by the search means, paragraph 0034, but is silent as to the 
display means displays a communication charge for the pieces of wireless 
communication equipment 

Comstock teaches a WLAN access point comprising an access and accounting 
circuits to provide access and billing information with user authentication where the user 
or portable device (22) includes an operator interface to display charges and network 
speeds associated with each network access node within ranges and to receive a user 
selection of one of the network access nodes for use, figure 1 , paragraphs 0033 and 
0036). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to realize in Zehavi modified the access and billing control as provided by the 
access points in the WLAN system of Comstock for the identification and collection of 
payment for the wireless service. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16-22 and 25 are allowed. 

Claim 23 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blane J. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM-6:30 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



BJJ 




EDWARD F URBAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



